Social Studies and World Citizenship

are, indeed, in the minority, and even if they were legion
their influence would clearly only be partial in view of the
great competition which they have to meet.

NEWSPAPERS

A great deal of our time is spent in reading newspapers,
and the influence of these journals is clearly very marked.
It is surprising how many people naturally assume that if
they see a statement in print then it must, of course, be true.
The intelligent thinking man knows that this is not the case.
The child should, therefore, be encouraged to read the news-
papers, but at the same time to bring all his faculties of
criticism to bear. It would be well if he read his newspaper
as if talking to a stranger. Many newspapers and other
journals tend towards the sensational, and therefore it would
always be well to remember the old editorial saying about
news : " If it's new, it isn't true; if it's true, it isn't new ".

Furthermore, newspapers are usually biased politically,
so the pupils should be encouraged to read more than one
newspaper. These should, if possible, be supplied by die
school*

During the evolution of the newspaper, what we have
already said has become almost axiomatic, yet the teacher
must keep a sense of values, or his pupils may easily develop
a cynical attitude towards the press and take the attitude
that anything printed in the newspapers is probably wrong.
As a matter of fact, newspapers, judiciously utilized, can be
a splendid medium for discussions on social problems, not
only in their own columns but also in discussion groups,
debates and the classroom. A group might consider, for ex-
ample, the leading articles which comment on the same topic
of contemporary interest in all the daily papers. Newspapers
can thus help develop the critical faculties of the child and
so encourage the spirit of free and unfettered argument
is the very life-blood of the democratic mode of life.
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